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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University
Faculty of Humanities
Institute of Oriental Studies
The VIII International Scientific Conference , Far East: Past, Present and Future Perspectives”

Thilisi, 2024

PROGRAM
October 17-18
TSU Building I, Room #202

Thursday, October 17

10:30 - Opening
Darejan Tvaltvadze — TSU Professor, Dean of Faculty of Humanities
Nana Gelashvili — TSU Professor, Head of Direction of Far East Studies
Greetings

Time Limit for:
Presentation- 12 minutes

Discussion — 5 minutes

11:00 - 13:30
Plenary Meeting
TSU Building I, Room #202

Chair —Nana Gelashvili



Tatia Memarnishvili
Japanese Language Lecturer, TSU

Cultural and Social Transition after Taisho Era according to Jun’ichiro Tanizaki’s Novel “The
Makioka Sisters”

Rusudan Nishnianidze
Doctor of Philology, TSU Associate Professor

China of the 50ies seen through the eyes of a Georgian Soviet poet

Nana Gelashvili
Doctor of Historical Sciences, TSU Professor

Westernization and Traditionalism in Japanese Culture (second half of the 19th century)

Jinyoung (Anna) Seo (South Korea)
PhD in Philosophy, Lecturer at the Seed of Hope Language Center

Zhang Xingyao’s Comparative Study of Christianity and Confucianism

Hirotake Maeda (Japan)

Tokyo Metropolitan University Professor

On the Historical Relationship between Japan, Georgia and Israel: Higuchi Kiichiro and Georgia

Break 13:30-14:00



Plenary Meeting
TSU Building I, Room #202

Chair —Tatia Memarnishvili

Teona Gelashvili
Chinese Language Lecturer, TSU

The Influence of History on Modern Life, according to Zhao Defa Novel “Through Mountains and
Seas”

Sopio Gugunava
PhD in Social Sciences, TSU Lecturer

The Growth of South Korean Soft Power and Its Geopolitical Implications

Marika Mshvildadze
Doctor of Historical Sciences, TSU Associate Professor

Ancient Sources about Existing Relationships between the Roman Empire and India

Ryosei Suginaka (Japan)
Japanese Language Visiting Lecturer, TSU

Learners’ Beliefs about Japanese Language Education in Georgia, Pilot BALLI Research of Three
Universities in Thilisi

David Andguladze
Chinese Language Lecturer at Batumi State University, TSU PhD student

Central Asia between China and Russia



October 18
TSU Building V, Room #127

11:00-14:00

Chair — Sopio Gugunava

Anna Makharadze
PhD student at TSU, Lecturer at GIU

Social Themes in Ai Wei Wei’s Work

Marina Jibladze
Doctor of Chinese Philology, Professor at Free University

Key Issues in Chinese Language Teaching

Jaba Meskhishvili
PhD in History, Associate Professor at Ilia State University

Selection of Atomic Bomb Targets in Japan during World War 11

Elene Medzmariashvili
Professor at TSU, Head of the Institute of American Studies

Taiwan Issue in US-China Relations at the End of 20th and at the Beginning of 21st Centuries

Marine Gudushauri
Academic Doctor of Economics, TSU Lecturer

The Mongol Empire and the Great Silk Road



Izolda Beltadze

PhD in Historical sciences, Professor at Batumi Shota Rustaveli State University

French East India Company

Shalva Chikhladze
TSU Visiting Lecturer

Reconceptualizing Global Order: A Critical Analysis of Chinese International Relations Theories
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THESES

Davit Andguladze

Central Asia between China and Russia

In the post-Soviet space, the Central Asian region, along with Belarus, has traditionallyrepresented
Russia’s strongest sphere of influence. The existence of solid economic, political, and cultural ties
between these countries and Russia fostered stable partnerships. Historically, for the last few centuries,
Central Asia has been within Russia’s sphere of influence. However, modern realities differ significantly
from those of the 19th and 20th centuries. In particular, today’s China is not only a major player in the
region but also a global power. No longer a semi-colonial country, China is a force to be reckoned with,
having its own agenda, interests, and spheres of influence. On the one hand, official rhetoric suggests that
Russia and China today enjoy not only a partnership but a friendship. Bilateral trade volumes are at
unprecedented levels, territorial disputes have been resolved, and their foreign policy trajectories appear
aligned, especially in their shared antagonism toward the West. On the other hand, China has not severed
its economic ties with the U.S. and the European Union. It takes sanctions into account, limits Russian
capital in its banking sector, and so on. Moreover, there are certain disagreements regarding spheres of
influence. For instance, Xi Jinping’s “New Silk Road” project competes with Russia’s customs union, and
China’s efforts to diversify energy markets involve penetrating Central Asia, an area where Russia has
historically held a monopoly. The war in Ukraine and Western sanctions are pushing Russia closer to
China, making it increasingly economically dependent, which entails concessions that would have been
unthinkable under different circumstances. China&#39;s growing presence in Central Asia not only
weakens Russia’s influence but also causes significant political damage to the Kremlin, alongside the
economic impact.

Izolda Beltadze

French East India Company

We set out to find out how the French East India Company was established, how much was its initial
capital, what lands they traded in,what hat goods were imported, what was the composition and
management of the company, how did it differ from other bond companies, what advantages did it have,
what was the attitude of the royal government towards the company, how did its activities end, what
contributed to its subsequent success in the East,how were the rights of the company members, how the
board of directors were elected, in which cities they had offices and what role did the French East India
Company play in the economic development of the country.



The French East India Company (1664-1795) differed from other: British, Dutch,
Danish East India companies, in its material condition. It was the richest company.
Its financial superiority was primarily due to the great support of the royal government.

It turns out that King Louis X1V was a shareholder of the East India Company, so he would undoubtedly
be interested in its profits, for which he provided full material and legal support to the company&#39;s
merchants.

He was ready to send warships at his own expense to Africa, West and East India to protect them.
Moreover, in addition to merchants, shares were invested in the company: the queen, the chancellor, the
nobility, mayors, and rich townspeople.

The king often helped bankrupt shareholders. If necessary, he invested capital in the company. This
happened several times. As it turns out, he had a total of 7 million invested in the company and did not
make any profit for 5 years, but nevertheless he took risks and provided financial assistance to the
company that was on the verge of bankruptcy.

Through the French East India Company, a large amount of goods flowed from the east: gold, precious
stones, pearls, coral, precious fabrics, various spices, silk and cotton raw materials, etc. Sh, which left a
huge profit. Therefore, the desire to make a profit was at the forefront, but the company could not
maintain its monopoly in the East, primarily because England had to compete, in addition, the
shareholders were not united, the majority of the company was not represented by large merchants, they
could not provide unified governance in the colonies, they were not able to maintain the fleet, as a result
of which the company was dissolved in 1795.

Finally, the French East India Company played an important role in France’s economic development and
colonial expansion in the East.

Nana Gelashvili

Westernization and traditionalism in Japanese culture (second half of the 19th century)

The paper discusses and analyzes the processes taking place in various fields of Japanese culture in the
second half of the 19th century against the background of important historical events. Among them, the
opening of Japan by the USA in 1854 after a long self- isolation, the end of the dual government (Shogun
and the Emperor) and the restoration of the sole rule of the Emperor, the civil war, the reforms of
1867/1868, the adoption of the first constitution, the establishment of the parliament, etc. are particularly
noteworthy. The Japanese government clearly understood that in order to eliminate the backwardness of
the country and turn it into a highly developed state, in parallel with the reforms, it was necessary to



transform the Japanese society itself. For this, the Western world was recognized as a benchmark.
Therefore, since 1868, the government deliberately began to introduce Western culture, scientific fields,
technical means, and the education system into Japan, while local Japanese values were declared obsolete
and useless. In accordance with the new course of the government, Western influence was reflected in
almost all branches of Japanese culture: music, theater, fine and decorative arts, architecture. At the same
time, the translation of European scientific and artistic literature into the Japanese language, study of
foreign languages were intensively carried out, Western type schools were opened and etc. There were
also innovations in the appearance of Japanese: in particular, European clothes, shoes, hairstyles,
entertainment facilities, and household items came into fashion.

Despite all of the above, since the 80s of the XIX century, the situation in Japan has changed radically, in
particular, the political course of government gradually began to turn towards the revival of traditional
cultural heritage. The introduction of Westernization was already openly opposed by the Japanese society,
as it became clear that the Western institutions, ideas and various elements of culture that entered the
country in a powerful stream, posed a serious threat to national values. Adequate understanding of the
current situation aroused a feeling of protest among the Japanese, because they were completely
unacceptable to Western-type intellectual and cultural standards.

Teona Gelashvili

The Influence of History on Modern Life, according to Zhao Defa Novel “Through Mountains and
Seas”

The main character in Zhao Defa’s novel “Through the Mountains and Seas” is a graduate of the Faculty
of History and tries to show the reader a new view of history, namely a linear, linear view of history,
which perceives history as progressive and forward-oriented, not cyclical and repetitive. The author also
writes in the last words that this novel is inspired by history and believes that regardless of profession, a
person should have the perception and feeling of history. Without a sense of history, it is impossible to
deeply understand and understand today’s era and life. Therefore, the main character usually uses a
historical perspective and considers everything in the context of history. A book of special importance in
the novel is called “Today in History”, where each chapter of the work is preceded by a set of important
historical events, followed by personal notes of the main character and his daughter. It is worth noting
here that individual events may change the historical vision and perception over time.

In my work, based on the book and the main character, | will try to analyze the linear and non-linear view
of history and see what influence history has on our life and modernity. This approach is quite interesting
and thought-provoking for modern people.



Sopio Gugunava

The Growth of South Korean Soft Power and Its Geopolitical Implications

Over the past few decades, South Korean culture has gained popularity worldwide. Since the 1990s,
government-led cultural policies have transitioned from focusing on economic strategy to national
branding and soft power and have had a positive impact on the domestic ecosystem of cultural industry
and contributed to promoting South Korea abroad. There are three aspects contributing to the
development of South Korean soft power—the successful history with economic development and
democratization, the development of creative content that led to global competitiveness due to the
compressed growth experience and the limited domestic market, and the development of digital
technology, especially the change in the media environment.

However, this increased soft power is still limited as a tool to handle problems facing South Korea,
mainly because of the nation’s geopolitical situation. South Korean culture has become popular
worldwide, from pop culture to cuisine, and this phenomenon creates a ripple effect that generates not
merely South Korea’s economic benefits but also the enhances the country’s image abroad. Some experts
assess the success of “Hallyu” the Korean wave — the rapid growth of South Korean cultural industries
and their exports since the late 1990s—as a result of the South Korean government’s organizational
support. South Korean governments have established various cultural policies as economic strategy. Such
policies have later transformed into public diplomatic tools.

Despite the progress and success that South Korea has achieved on the world stage, it is still limited in
successful use of soft power due to the growing competition from its neighbors in the region.

Hirotake Maeda

On the historical relationship between Japan, Georgia, and Israel: Higuchi Kiichiro and Georgia

General Kiichiro Higuchi (§& 0 Z—E&R, 1888-1970) was a well-known military officer of the Imperial
Japanese army in the World War 1l. After Japanese government accepted the Potsdam Declaration on
August 15, General Higuch led the military resistance towards advancing Soviet Army as a commander of
the Northern District Army. He is also known to rescue Jewish peoples in Manchuria through the route
known as Higuchi-Route.

He was fluent in several foreign languages among most the Russian so his career connected with this
language abilities. In his memoir he refers his encounter with an old Jew in Thilisi in 1928 who
worshiped the Japanese emperor as the messiah of the Jewish people. He sympathized with this old man
and this experience led him decided to help Jewish refugees from Germany in Manchuria a decade later.
In his memoir’s first edition the old Jew was described as an old owner of toy shop (FtEEDEE A,
p.357) but a popular version described by his grandson, a famous scholar of musicology Ryuichiro
Higuchi attributes this old man living in an impoverished community situated in the suburb of Thilisi.



Kiichiro Higuchi was then a military attaché at the Japanese embassy in Poland when he visited Georgia.
It needs further research on his visit to Georgia but this episode once again recounts Japan-Georgia
unique relations as a distant neighbor and shared some geopolitical interests.

Anna Makharadze

Social Themes in Ai Wei Wei’s Work

The contemporary Chinese artist Ai Weiwei is one of the most prominent figures in today’s world, whose
works boldly address various political and social issues in China. This presentation will examine several
of Ai Weiwei’s remarkable works, which shed light on how he uses art as a powerful tool to highlight the
pressing social problems within Chinese society.

The exploration begins with an analysis of Ai Wei Wei’s activist approach, dissecting the ways in which
his art challenges the status quo and advocates for greater societal awareness and change. From
censorship and political repression to human rights violations and environmental concerns, Ai Wei Wei’s
creations eloquently depict and provoke discussions on these pertinent issues.

This presentation aims to elucidate how Ai Wei Wei’s art acts as a reflection of Chinese society, inviting
the audience to confront and critically engage with the social problems that persist in contemporary China.

By examining selected artworks and their underlying social narratives, we seek to foster a deeper
understanding of the intricate interplay between art, society, and activism, and inspire meaningful
dialogue for a better tomorrow.

Tatia Memarnishvili

Cultural and Social Transition after Taisho Era according to Jun’ichiro Tanizaki’s Novel “The
Makioka Sisters”

“The Makioka Sisters” by Jun’ichiro Tanizaki is a seminal work that vividly portrays the cultural and
social transition in Japan during the late 1930s and early 1940s, a period that followed the Taisho era
(1912-1926). The novel provides a nuanced exploration of how traditional Japanese values and customs
clashed with and adapted to the forces of modernization and Western influence. Here’s an analysis of key
aspects:

Family Structure and Traditions: The Makioka family represents traditional Japanese values, particularly
in their adherence to strict hierarchical structures and customs.



Marriage and Courtship: The central plot revolving around finding a suitable husband for Yukiko
highlights the tension between traditional matchmaking (omiai) and more modern, Western-influenced
notions of romantic love.

Gender Roles: The novel depicts the changing expectations for women in Japanese society.

Westernization and Modernization: Tanizaki portrays the increasing influence of Western culture on
Japanese society through various elements.

Generational Divide: The novel highlights the generational differences in adapting to societal changes.

Urban vs. Rural Dynamics: The contrast between the more traditional Osaka and the modernizing Tokyo
serves as a metaphor for the broader cultural transition in Japan.

Sense of Loss and Nostalgia: Throughout the novel, there’s an undercurrent of nostalgia for the passing
traditional way of life.

International Relations: The backdrop of Japan’s increasing militarism and the approach of World War 11
adds another layer to the cultural transition, showing how global events impact even the most domestic of
settings.

Tanizaki masterfully uses the microcosm of a single family to reflect the broader societal changes,
capturing the tension, adaptation, and sometimes painful evolution as Japan moved from its traditional
roots towards a more modernized, Westernized society.

Jaba Meskhishvili

Selection of Atomic Bomb Targets in Japan during World War 11

During WWII, the battlefield was basically divided into two parts. The first was located in Europe, and
the second in the Pacific Ocean theatre. The adversary of the Allies in the Pacific Ocean was the Empire
of Japan, which initially directed its aggression on the East Asian continent. Later, to avoid a possible
attack by the United States, Japan itself attacked its naval base in Hawaii, which led to the involvement of
the United States in World War II. Japan’s attack was partially justified, as Japan gained the superiority in
the early stages of the war, but over time, the US managed to strengthen its military and naval forces, and
in June 1942, as a result of the Battle of Midway, Japan’s dominance in the Pacific Ocean ended.

Meanwhile, German domination on the European continent was also ended, and on May 8, 1945,
Germany surrendered unconditionally to the Allies. Only Japan remained, which defended itself furiously.
Concurrently to the Second World War, the USA was secretly developing an atomic bomb (the so-called
“Manhattan Project”), which, with its destructive power, was supposed to have a great effect on the

course of the war. About 2 billion US dollars were spent on the creation of the atomic bomb.



On April 27, 1945, 17 potential target cities were selected, including Hiroshima, Kobe, Osaka, Kyoto, etc.,
although it is noteworthy that the city of Nagasaki was not considered. Since then, the target cities have
been revised three more times, and only on July 25, Nagasaki was added as a fallback option. On August

6 and 9, 1945, the US dropped atomic bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki for the
first time in human history, which killed approximately 200,000 people instantly, and many thousands of
people were injured by radiation and explosions (some later died).

At the conference, we will talk about the history of the developing of the atomic bomb and the selection
of targets, how the atomic bomb was developed and what factors influenced the selection of potential
targets.

Elene Medzmariashvili

Taiwan Issue in US-China Relations at the End of 20th and at the Beginning of 21st Centuries

In the presentation, | discuss the issue of Taiwan in the US-China relationship at the turn of the 20th-21st
centuries based on the materials of the debates in the scientific and political circles of the United States at
that time. These debates on the “Chinese threat”, which threaten the economic and military-political
influence of the States in the region, is actual till today. | am trying to answer the question of what effect
the issue of Taiwan had on the relationship between the two countries during the specified period and
why this issue has not lost its relevance to this day.

I highlight the reasons for the strained relationship between the United States and China, beginning as
early as the late 1980s and continuing into the last decade of the 20th century. These reasons were:
elimination of the Soviet threat; attempting to link the issue of a free trade agreement with China to
human rights in the country; the embargo on arms trade with China after the shooting of a student
demonstration in Beijing in 1989; And at the same time, military-technical cooperation with Taiwan,
which was perceived in China as the United States interference in the domestic affairs of the country. In
that period, economically strengthened China paid more attention to the protection of its interests,
especially in the issue of Taiwan; established military-technical cooperation with Russia, which was
against American national interests.

In the report, when assessing China&’s potential, | divide the approaches of the US academics into “hard”
and “soft”. The first approach considers the “Chinese threat” to be real, while the second downplay the
importance of the ongoing changes in China.

The presentation emphasizes that both academics and politicians consider the issue of Taiwan to be the
main problem of US-China relations. | agree with those academics who believe that the problem should
be solved by China and Taiwan themselves, without outside interference. In order to avoid the conflict,
the U.S. administration conducts the so-called the policy of double containment, which means reminding



China that it should settle the Taiwan issue peacefully, while at the same time trying to curb Taiwan’s
separatist sentiments. Even today, Taiwan remains one of the acute problems of US-China relations.

Marika Mshvildadze

Ancient sources about existing relationships between the Roman Empire and India

The study of historical sources is of particular importance for the study and correct analysis of the history
of particular periods. The sources of the ancient period, which contain information about ancient India,
are no exception. The relations between the Roman Empire and India can be found with: Plinius the Elder
(lat. Gaius Plinius Secundus, 1st century AD), Claudius Ptolemy (BC Greek. KAavdiog ITtorepaiog, 100-
170), Curtius Rufus (lat. Quintus Curtius Rufus, 1% century AD), with Pompeius Trogus (lat. Gnaeus
Pompeius Trogus, 1st century AD).

In the document known as “Periplus of the Erythraean Sea” (Greek: ITepimhovg tiig EpvOpdc Boidoong,
Latin: Periplus maris Erythraei) (the second half of the 1st century AD) not only the Roman but also the
Indian ports are mentioned as well. An attempt to summarize geographical information was given by
Pomponius Mela (lat. Pomponius Mela, 15-60) and Pliny the Elder. The apocryphal gospels and
theological books of the Church of Malabar speak of Thomas the Apostle, who brought a new religious
doctrine to India...

From the point of view of the study of ancient sources, some inaccuracies should be taken into account,
which refer to a country far away from them. The same should be said about toponyms. It is significant
that as a result of archaeological research, not a large number of toponyms given in the sources have been
identified. The references preserved in the sources about the existence of political-economic relations
between Rome and India are supported by a number of artifacts, the research of which shows that intense
trade relations existed between the two countries in AD. In the 1st-2nd centuries - the period of the reign
of the Octavian Augustus and the Antoninus dynasty.

Archaeologists have discovered a number of Roman artifacts of the mentioned period in the west of the
Hindustan peninsula. Silk, luxury items, cotton were brought from India to Rome through the purple (red)
and Mediterranean seas... Due to the crisis that started in Rome in the 3rd century, the intensity of the
mentioned relations was halteded.



Rusudan Nishnianidze

China of the 50ies seen through the eyes of a Georgian Soviet poet

Alio Mirtskhulava's (Mashashvili) book published in 1956 - "Journey to China" (poet's diaries) - we
will talk about this artistic text. He was published in the publishing house "Soviet Writer" and the
editor was Giorgi Natroshvili. At that time, I think, the book was published in a rather large number
of 5,000 copies. The travel genre is an important part of documentary prose. Everything is real here:
neither the time, nor the country, nor the fictional characters. As for the so-called "diaries". In this
case, it has a different load. In general, a diary is a special literary method of auto-communication.
Often it is not completely intended for all readers, but this time, "Poet's Diaries" has a different
meaning. This genre of parallelism is not easy. Every day should be special for the reader. What I
mean is that one city or village should not be similar to another, geographical places should be named
correctly, the order of the trip should not be broken, impressions should be arranged accurately, and,
as a poet, artistic means: Use metaphors, other means of expression (as much as you can), add some
humor to make the text easier to read. This multi-functionality requires many requirements. It
should also be noted that there is no conflict between two ideological worlds. This is a socialist space
and Alio Mashashvili is a emphatically Soviet poet Roma (he has written poems about this country in
previous years) and tries to take all the details into account.

The historical context, naturally, creates a different distance. Manchuria, Harbin, Changchun, Beijing,
Shanghai, Hangzhou, Yangtze River, Sun Yat-sen's mausoleum and Lin-gu Park, Great Wall of
China... Meetings with writers - "Vepkhistkaosani" translator Li Qi-ye, "Revolutionary short story
writer" Sui Chen-Wen and others. Mao Tse-tung, Liu Shao-tsi, Zhou En-lai and others on the central
grandstand seen from a distance in the parade of the People's Republic of China.

Alio Mashashvili's literary text preserves the signs of time and will be interesting for researchers and

readers of both sides even from this point of view.

Jinyoung (Anna) Seo

Zhang Xingyao’s Comparative Study of Christianity and Confucianism

. Chinese Christians’ understanding and acceptance of Christian doctrines and their views on the
relationship between Christianity and Confucianism have been central problems in the study of
Christianity in the late Ming and early Qing dynasties.

Zhang Xingyao (1633-after 1715)'s life and writings shed a light in understanding these problems.
Zhang was a Confucius scholar who converted to Christianity at age 46 in the midst of great persecution



and devoted his life to the study of Christian theology. In his major work “Tianjiaomingbian”, Zhang
Xingyao compiled vast amount of writings of missionaries and Chinese Christians and produced a
comprehensive and systematic presentation of Christian theology and apologetics, answering various
questions raised by Chinese people at that time. In Tianrutongyikao, a comparative study of Christianity
and Confucianism, he developed Xuguangqi’s theory of "Christianity compliments Confucianism" and
proposed that “Christianity surpasses Confucianism". His life and work represent Chinese Christians’
achievement in the study of the relationship between Christianity and Confucianism.

Ryosei Suginaka

Learners’ Beliefs about Japanese Language Education in Georgia: Pilot BALLI Research of Three
Universities in Thilisi

Japanese language education in Georgia is spreading year by year. Belief Research (BALLI) is useful as it
is important to know students’ thoughts and attitudes towards Japanese in order to design better language
education.

Beliefs research has not been done in Georgia. In order to design the questionnaires, previous BALLI
researches in Japan and other countries were looked up for reference.

The research has 20 questions with 4 categories;
1) Motivation,

2) Vision,

3) Roles of Classes and Teachers and

4) Thoughts on Japanese Language

30 students in 3 different universities in Thilisi responded via online and the summary of the answers is as
follows.

1) Over 90% of students have both a high instrumental and high integrative motivation.
2) All of the students are looking for a job where they can use their

Japanese skills and 90% want to study abroad in Japan. Meanwhile 20% of them seem not to have a
concrete plan on either the target language level nor career plan.

3) More than 85% think that it is necessary to attend the classes without being late. Over 90% prefer to
have bilateral discussion between teachers and students.

Also they notice that they need to learn by themselves in order to improve their Japanese language skills
and want to be taught how to learn on their own.



4) Around 80% feel that the Japanese language is relatively hard to learn and half of the respondents
think that everyone can learn to speak a foreign language. Majority of the students do not think that
studying abroad in Japan is a prerequisite to learn Japanese well. In addition, all of the students think that
learning everyday is important and the majority of students think that Hiragana Katakana and Kanji and
grammar are important to learn.

Key Words: Japanese Language Education, Beliefs, BALLI, Georgia.

Marine Gudushauri

The Mongol Empire and the Great Silk Road

In the 13th century, the Mongols created one of the largest empires in the world, which at the peak of its
power stretched almost from the Adriatic Sea to the Pacific Ocean. It included the Far East, Indochina,
Central Asia, the vast steppes of Eurasia, the Caucasus, the Middle East, and northeastern Europe. The
Mongols completely controlled most of the Silk Road. Their economic, political and cultural importance
was so comprehensive that historians compare this period to the age of the Roman Empire.

In the 13th-14th centuries, the 3rd stage of the prosperity of the Silk Road begins. During this period,
there was significant political, trade, and religious competition between countries, markets, and religious
groups across Eurasia. Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, and Hindus vied for followers and institutional
support. Conflicts between Mongols, European states, Arab rulers, Mamluk Turks, Hindu principalities
and others resulted in alliances, wars and unstable states.

Despite this destabilization, the main actors of the world order of the mentioned centuries, the Mongols,
as a result of the combination of their huge Eurasian hegemony and brutality, were able to ensure some
peace and stability in their sphere of influence, the so-called Pax Mongolika. They were quite pragmatic
and tolerant in some areas, such as art and religion. The proof of this is the Mongol capital - Karakorum,
where 12 Buddhist temples, 2 mosques and a church coexisted peacefully. They developed a continent-
wide system of trade routes with resting points that facilitated trade, religious, and cultural exchange
across the vast territory they controlled. During the Mongol rule, a research center for Muslim astronomy
was established where European, Chinese, Persian, and Arab astronomers could develop their knowledge
in the field. The Imperial Academy of Medicine was also founded, which included Indian, Asia Minor,
and Chinese physicians. European, Persian, Arab, Armenian and Russian merchants, as well as
missionaries from different directions, were allowed to travel on the Silk Road.

In the history of all nomadic societies, bartering and trading of goods has always been the main activity of
nomadic people, including the Mongols. They lived and roamed in the center of trade and diverse cultures,
therefore, after creating a huge empire, their priority activity is related to trade.



In particular, the new Mongol Empire united isolated civilizations into a new continental system and
reestablished the Great Silk Road as the dominant mode of transportation. Although the profit margin of
the trade along the Great Silk Road was very high, the security and integrity of the trade routes was a very
important factor for commercial activity.

The Mongols were able to create an environment for transcontinental trade where trade caravans and
travelers could travel with less risk. Also, under their rule, the number of tribute collectors was greatly
reduced as they moved through the trade network in united Eurasia. When road safety is more or less not
ensured, due to banditry or war situation, then trade starts looking for alternative routes. The economic
basis of the empire built by Chinggis Khan was largely dependent on this trade route, and it was in his
interest to ensure the right environment for traders to look no further for alternative routes outside the
Mongol Empire.

Shalva Chikhladze

Reconceptualizing Global Order: A Critical Analysis of Chinese International Relations Theories

This paper offers a comprehensive examination of emerging Chinese international relations (IR) theories,
critically analyzing their epistemological foundations, theoretical contributions, and implications for
global IR scholarship. By synthesizing diverse Chinese perspectives and situating them within the broader
context of IR theory development, this study addresses a significant gap in current literature.

The research employs a qualitative meta-analysis of key Chinese IR scholars’ works, including Zhao
Tingyang’s Tianxia system, Qin Yaqing’s relational theory, and Yan Xuetong’s moral realism. Through
this analysis, the paper interrogates the theoretical rigor, cultural embeddedness, and potential universality
of these approaches.

Key research questions include:

1. To what extent do Chinese IR theories offer novel conceptualizations of global order?

2. How do these theories engage with and challenge Western IR paradigms?

3. What are the implications of these theories for understanding China’s foreign policy behavior?

Preliminary findings suggest that while Chinese IR theories provide valuable alternative perspectives,
they face significant challenges in theoretical formulation and empirical validation. The study argues that
these theories represent an important step towards a more pluralistic global IR discipline, but require
further development to achieve broader recognition and application.

This paper’s significance lies in its critical evaluation of Chinese IR theories&#39; potential to enrich the
global IR discourse. By examining the interplay between traditional Chinese philosophy, contemporary
Chinese scholarship, and established Western IR paradigms, the research contributes to ongoing debates



about the possibility of non-Western IR theories and their role in understanding an increasingly multipolar
world order.

The study’s findings have important implications for both IR scholarship and policy-making, potentially
offering new frameworks for analyzing China’s international behavior and fostering more nuanced cross-
cultural dialogue in global governance.

Marina Jibladze

Key Issues in Chinese Language Teaching

Despite the fact that the teaching of the Chinese language in Georgia does not have a long history, at the
present time in the higher educational institutions of Georgia, where it is thoroughly taught, the teaching
process is usually successfully completed. Substantial progress has been made in refining teaching
systems, methodologies and materials. The systemized teaching of Chinese language is recognized as an
essential strategy. The research focuses on three key areas: teaching phonetics, grammar, and the Chinese
characters, addressing the distinct challenges they pose to learners.

Phonetics, with its tonal variations, presents considerable difficulties for Georgian students. The study
emphasizes the importance of understanding the phonetic differences between the Georgian and Chinese
languages and understanding the phonetic features of the Chinese language, helping them to pay attention
to the problems.

Chinese characters are also a complex aspect of the Chinese language and it is necessary to study it
gualitatively, taking into account all the relevant rules of writing. The number of syllables with their tones
is limited, so characters play a very important role in Chinese language. We will discuss how to help the
student learn the hieroglyphic system correctly and effectively.

Although Chinese grammar is often perceived as simpler than that of other languages, it carries unique
characteristics that require careful explanation and repetition at different levels of Chinese. This paper
outlines the complexities of teaching grammar and provides insights into addressing common difficulties
students face.

Through this study, educators can better understand how to overcome the specific challenges posed by the
Chinese language teaching and enhance student learning outcomes in this field.






